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incompetency of commanding officers of any subdivision of the army? This is the subject that in my judgment needs investigation.
It is true that by the articles of war to prevent oppression by the commander upon any officer under him, a commanding General cannot order a Court of Inquiry upon any officer's conduct without his request. But it is clearly competent for the commander of an army to order a Court of Inquiry, or a Board of Officers to investigate and report the facts relating to a given movement or occurrence, in order to furnish the basis upon which the General commanding can ask for a Court of Inquiry upon any officer. And if, in the investigation of the facts of a given transaction, the conduct or capacity of any officer becomes a question bearing upon the subject matter of the inquiry, then that conduct and capacity can be investigated as incidental to the main question or investigation.
Pardon me if in urging this inquiry I am overstepping the bounds of official propriety or sphere of duty, either public or official. I am prompted by a double motive: A desire not to have this most serious reverse placed where I know it does not belong, i.e. either on the plan or strategy which preceded it; and secondly, as I raised the first regiment of negro troops and have ever since urged their employment, I desire to have my own judgment corrected if in the wrong.
We are likely to have these troops under the last Act of Congress on the draft in large numbers, and if they are to be useless, it ought to be known at once. Such has not been my experience, and I am ready and willing now to take under my command the defeated division of General Burnside's colored troops, and with them to attempt any work that any troops ought to try, subject always to have my opinions altered by any well-ascertained facts developed in the investigation to which I have alluded, which ought to affect a well-balanced mind. Believe me, General,
Yours truly, BBNJ. F. BUTLER
From General Grant
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GENERAL: Lt. "King's communication in relation to closing the port of Wilmington with torpedoes is received. I called Admiral Lee's attention to this matter some time ago, think-